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GREEN CENTRE
- we’re always
looking for new
ideas to promote
more
recycling,
cleaner energy, less
consumption and
generally
better
ways of looking
after
ourselves,
each other, and our
island. If you have
news and views to
share, please let us
have
them
by
emailing us at the
Green Centre or
dropping in.
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Zero Waste Mann and Braddan’s “No Waste In Braddan” initiative is launched
By Cat Turner
'No waste In Braddan'....it sounds like a tall order, doesn't it? But that's the ambitious title
of a new initiative launched on 15th September 2014 by Braddan's Parish Commissioners,
in conjunction with Zero Waste Mann. Read on to find out how they plan to make the
Parish an example of good practice in upping recycling rates, and thereby improving both
the environmental and the financial picture for residents.
Did you know that recycling actually earns money for the Parish? Good quality recycling that's plastic, metal and paper which is clean and sorted - is actually a saleable commodity
now, reflecting the extent to which people are using up the world's natural resources.
Where once these went to landfill, thereby creating more headaches for future
generations, they're now a source of valuable income to local authorities.
For years now, both commercial and domestic Manx residents have been encouraged to
think before binning things - and to identify those which could live to be used another day.
Braddan’s forward-thinking Commissioners ‘get’ this, being one of a few parishes which
offer kerbside collections. Fortnightly collections take place in both Braddan and Douglas,
allowing households to recycle paper, glass bottles and jars, food, drinks cans, aluminium
foil and plastic bottles, from their doorsteps. Meanwhile, collections of paper, brown
cardboard and green waste take place in Malew—and from 1 October, Port St Mary will
be starting its own kerbside recycling scheme.
Not content with having set up their kerbside scheme, the Braddan Commissioners
teamed up with waste reduction enthusiasts Zero Waste Mann to encourage their
parishioners’ efforts - with the aim of making Braddan a shining example of what can be
done to conserve and recycle our resources, and keep our Island rubbish-free.
They’ve a packed year of events in mind. The scheme llaunched on Monday 15th
September, with an event at the Commissioners' offices in Union Mills. Following this,
ZWM is working with the Commissioners' staff to plan film evenings, school visits,
discussion evenings and a family challenge - "Slim Your Bin" - where a small number of
households will be invited to assess their recycling performance at the outset - and then
see how big a change they can make, just by putting some new habits into practice. It
promises to be an interesting event!
It's not just domestic waste that the Commissioners are targeting: they're keen to engage
with the business community, to find ways in which cost-effective waste recycling can be
put into practice (and where it's already happening, to share tips with other organisations).
The Commissioners are optimistic they can help people bring about significant changes in
the coming year. The pay-offs should be multiple: less waste cluttering the landscape and
bins, more money for the Parish through profitable recycling, and increasing pride in the
local environment. Plus there's the added benefit of some fun - ZWM aims to get people
talking to one another, and to start some friendly competition in a number of locations.
Braddan’s a lovely parish, and the team aims to keep it that way!
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A busy time for the Green Centre by Cat Turner

Pictures
(clockwise
from top left):
The team at
the Royal
Show, Muriel
at Braddan
Day, Cat at
the Energy
Expo and
Chris Thomas
at the Douglas
Carnival.
Thank you all,
and everyone
else who
helped!

We have plenty
more events in
mind for the future,
but it all takes
planning. If you’re
willing to help coordinate, advertise,
take part, make
tea—whatever—
just call in and let
us know. We need
you!

It’s been a busy summer for us at the Centre - so much so that it’s almost (but not quite)
a relief to see the back of it. Here’s just a tiny taste of what we’ve been up to.
·

we took part in Braddan’s Community Day, a lovely event and really well attended.
This is its second year, and Braddan Commissioners should be proud of it!

·

We had stalls at Tynwald Fair, the Royal Agricultural Show, the Deep South Music
Festival and the Food Festival—a chance for us to get out and about and meet people who might not know us through the Green Centre’s “HQ”

·

We entered a ‘walking float’ in the Douglas Town Carnival, and few people couold
forget the sight of Chris Thomas MHK, dressed in seaweed to promote his support
for it as a biogas component. Thank you Chris!

·

We held a TTIP information day at the Centre, to alert people to the fact that if
this truly horrible agreement comes into force, then across Europe (and potentially
here, despite our not being in the EU), decades of campaigning against pollution,
environmental damage, GMOs, fracking and other damaging practices could all have
been for nothing.

·

We took part in the latest “March Against Monsanto” day, again with informationsharing, and a small survey of the good folks who came to see what their motivations were.

·

We screened DISRUPTION and organised a climate change debate, with panellists
from business, academia and government engaging with the community on what the
science is telling us, and what we can do. (This has led to the prospect of a Big
Green Debate, which we hope to get underway in the not-too-distant: stay in
touch for news!). This was backed up with participation in the Peoples’ Climate
March, the biggest EVER worldwide march with some 2800 events around the
world. And in Douglas! And at the Food Festival! Double-bonus…..
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EcoVannin at the Energy Expo by IoMFoE’s Cat Turner
The EcoVannin partnership is a new
collaboration between three of the
Island's best known green groups, two
key Government departments and the
Manx Electricity Authority. Its aim is to
drive a number of strategic
workstreams, each playing a role in
delivering secure, productive and
environmentally beneficial outcomes for
the community, businesses and the
environment - including support for new
technologies, business models and
opportunities.
The initiative provides an excellent
opportunity for organisations and
individuals to get involved in the Island's
journey towards sustainability, and we
told the world (or at least the IOM )
about it at the Energy Expo.
Image courtesy of Tony Garland
EcoVannin’s Steering Group is made up of representatives of three environmental NGOs, being Zero
Waste Mann (zerowastemann.org), Isle of Man Friends of the Earth (foe.org.im) and the Manx Energy
Advice Centre (MEAC.iofm.net), all of which are based at the Green Centre in Douglas.
From the private commercial sector a small number of sponsor/founder members have been identified, and
from the Isle of Man Government are included the political member with responsibility for the clean-tech
sector in the Department of Economic Development (Graham Cregeen, MHK) - together with the Senior
Manager for Energy Policy, Department of Economic Development; the Director of Environment, The
Department of Environment, Fisheries and Agriculture; and the Business Development Manager of the
Manx Utilities Authority. Other participants are being sought, and if you know of businesses or groups who
would like to help, please let us know!
The initiative has been established as a reflection of the shared ambitions of Government and the
environmental sector. The three environmental groups listed above campaign on issues relating to the
Island’s environment, the sustainability of activities carried on here and the benefits to community and
business that can arise from doing things in cleaner, greener ways. Each of them also gives advice and
information enabling businesses and people to make better informed decisions for themselves. In addition,
of course, our Government itself has a keen interest in ensuring that the Island’s economy is resilient,
sustainable and run in an environmentally responsible manner to support its overarching agenda for positive
economic growth and increased employment opportunities.
Muriel Garland, founding Chair of the initiative, said: "This is a tremendously exciting and inspiring initiative,
and a real opportunity for the Manx public and business community to get involved with a range of different
projects, all focused on celebrating the beautiful and productive island we live on - and making sure that it
stays that way. So that we can achieve our ambitious, but extremely worthwhile, aims we intend to
establish a funded and proactive group with a number of workstreams. We're inviting potential 'champions'
to support the project through resourcing, awareness raising, acting as exemplars of sustainable activity and
help with administration or participation in the specialist workstreams. We're very keen to hear from any
organisation or individuals willing to help spearhead what will be a high profile, positive and inspiring
initiative, aimed at ensuring this Island remains an environmentally unique, economically vibrant, and
enjoyable place to live and work".

Campaigning for the Island’s environment
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Consulting Time at the Green Centre by Muriel Garland

Chester Street Complex
Chester Street
Douglas
IM1 2PG
(Opposite Iceland/Shoprite store)

Phone: 01624 666029
Email:
greencentre@manx.net
Opening Hours (Weds and
Sat Only)
10.00am - 2.00pm
(generally open on Sat until
4.00pm and sometimes even
later)

We’re on the Web
www.zerowastemann.org
www.manxenergyadvicecen
tre.org
www.foe.org.im

Next Newsletter
due January 2015—
please let us know if
you’ve any feedback
on this one at
greencentre@manx.
net!

Some of the Green Centre ‘crew’, ready and waiting for your queries.

I sometimes think the Green Centre is a bit like a doctor’s surgery.
We never quite know who is going to walk through the door. So we
have to be prepared to provide all sorts of information and have an
answer for every question that is asked. ‘Where can you recycle plastic
milk bottles?’ ‘How can I insulate the wall of an old stone house?’ ‘Is it
true that the paper goes to the incinerator and doesn’t get recycled?’
We have our regular visitors, many of whom have on-going projects.
So they call in to let us know how things are progressing. Some are
building eco-houses. Others are interested in putting solar panels on
their homes. Retired engineers, artists, members of the WI, school
children doing project on recycling - all come looking for answers and
ideas.
Like good GPs most of our knowledge is in our heads but sometimes
we have to refer to the books on our shelves or suggest website so
that people can look things up for themselves. The odd person comes
in to tell us we’re wasting our time and all the global warming is a conspiracy by big business and government.
Others like Paddy Lewis from Ask Buck come in to let us know how
things are going in the recycling business and to tell us jokes. We’ve
already heard the one about the duck that went for a swim but Paddy’s
5 minute stand-up routine still gives us a laugh. It’s surprising how
quickly the time passes on a Saturday and our ‘surgeries’ last from
10am until 4 or longer.
Do call in and see us if you’re in Douglas. We don’t charge for our
consultations. But it would help if you could bring us some new jokes!
PS And don’t forget Cat Turner is at the Centre on Wednesdays. She’s
a real mine of information and a specialist in community action.

