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  Over the last few months there has been much debate - among the three authorities 
[Douglas, Onchan (ODC) and Braddan] and the government involved in the eastern area 
kerbside collection trial - whether the scheme should continue beyond the planned three year 
trial period ending in the Autumn of 2011. 

 Generally, the scheme has been well received by the public; with high levels of participation 
and satisfaction. 

 However, a cloud now hangs over its future as the three 
authorities argue over the future funding of the scheme.  

 Initially, it seemed all three authorities were prepared to 
fund the scheme, when government funding ceases, to 
keep it going to the end of the financial year 2011/2; but it 
seems Onchan has now had second thoughts. 

 A paper, entitled ’The Island’s Waste’, has been produced 
by ODC, apparently at the instigation of its Chairman, 
Brian Stowell, which challenges the value of kerbside 
collection to the IOM. 

 Mr Stowell claims ODC has approached the matter in a 
‘scientific’ manner and as a result it has produced a 
document full of reliable ‘facts and figures’ that can be used to guide them, and the other two 
authorities, Braddan and Douglas, in their decision making process. 

 Regrettably the document, in many instances, more closely resembles a work of science 
fiction; and although the more significant errors have been brought to the attention of ODC 
several of their Commissioners seem set on voting to abandon the scheme. 

 Examples of the false claims made in the paper include: 

• “The quantity of waste is now so low that on 3rd December 2010 they had to temporarily 
shut down the incinerator.” 

 The reality is - which can easily be verified by visiting SITA’s website - is that neither did the 
incinerator shut down on that date nor was it short of waste, having just started up again after 
its two week’s annual maintenance shut down - during which time waste deliveries continued. 

• “Due to the amount of waste at the EfW plant being low and/or the calorific value of the 
waste being low, an additional 370,017 litres of gas oil was used in 2008/9, and 228,886 
litres in 2009/10 in order to keep the furnace up to temperature. These amounts would 
easily have been covered by the calorific value of the diverted waste.” 

 The reality is that only about 10% of the oil is used to supplement the calorific value of the 
waste. The remaining 90% is used during shut down and start up procedures, and during 
mechanical failures of the plant, when the introduction of waste is stopped. Therefore, the 
‘diverted waste’ would make little if any difference to the amount of oil burnt. 

• “Meanwhile, at Shotton, approximately 23% of the paper we’ve sent them is unusable 
and is burnt in their on-site CHP (combined heat and power) plant.” 

 The reality is a typical mix of recovered waste paper will contain 75%-80% fibre and approx 
20%-25% ink and minerals, if it's a mix of magazines and newspapers; and its actually just the 
inks, fillers and a few broken fibres that are burnt. In fact as close as possible to 100% of the 
fibre in the waste paper is recovered from the paper and reused. 

 ZWM welcomes a balanced debate on the issue but it will be a deplorable situation if the 
kerbside collection service is scrapped on the basis of false and misleading statements; and 
ZWM and IOM FOE urge supporters of the service to lobby their local authority members to 
keep the scheme going.  

 We are not saying the scheme is perfect and cannot be improved or made more cost effective; 
but sending more material to the incinerator is not the solution some would like to believe it is. 
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Latest News: 

• Join in with ZWM’s 

latest campaign - ‘Give 

Up Plastic Bags For 

Lent’ 9th March - 23rd 

April. Remember to 

encourage your friends, 

work colleagues etc to 

try as well. 

• Fair Trade fortnight 

takes place in March. 

Visit The Green Centre 

on March 5th to sample 

some Fair Trade tea 

and coffee. 

 

 



 Recently there was a trade exhibition organized by one of the larger 
Island based electrical suppliers. The show was titled ‘energy 
efficiency’ and did indeed have a reasonable amount of led (light 
emitting diode) lighting on show. Led lighting is the most efficient 
source of lighting available at present but is generally still quite 
expensive to buy as it is still very new and still developing. 

 General outside flood lights based on multiple led’s are readily 
available now, and though the initial purchase price is still a bit higher 
than other types the lifetime cost (including maintenance and electricity 
use) make them worth considering. 

 Decorative internal lights are also readily available now. They are not 
really competing with existing lights so if this is what you want there is 
no competing item to compare price with. 

 So far most led lights have been available in pure white (sometimes 
called natural light) and tend to have a bluish tinge when illuminating. 
They also tend to be a bit dim (compared with an equivalent compact 
fluorescent say) and to be directional (a narrow beam width). 

 These limitations are starting to be addressed by the led 
manufacturers. The power rating (or more accurately the light output in 
lumens) is starting to be increased. There will be more to come but 
progress is definitely being made. The colour temperature (which 
determines if the light output is cold white or the more yellowish warm 
light – like old style incandescent bulbs) is also being addressed. 

 One application that would help reduce energy use would be to 
replace halogen downlights with led equivalents. On this front the 
manufacturers are getting closer but not quite there yet. There are 
replacement lamps available that will fit in place of the halogen lamp, 
but they are a bit under powered (lumens wise) and a bit too directional 
when compared with halogen lamps. The warm white output is now 
available so the replacement will look the same as the original 
installation from the colour temperature viewpoint. Price however has a 
fair way to go yet before most households will be able to realistically 
replace their installation with led equivalents. 

 To summarise the led lighting industry has made great strides towards 
having a realistic product to compete with compact fluorescent lighting. 
At the speed of development more progress will be made and in a year 
or twos time there is likely to be led’s available at the right lumen 
output, colour temperature and for prices that are worth considering at 
least if lifetime use cost is considered. 

LED Lighting: a progress report  
by George Fincher MEAC 
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New IOM FoE Renewables Presentation 
by Ffinlo Costain IOM FOE 

 Last year Tynwald unanimously voted for a 

policy to increase the amount of renewable 

electricity generated on the Isle of Man to 

15% by 2015.  This decision was a 

collective expression of political willingness 

to work with the rest of the world to 

mitigate the effects of global climate 

change.   

 To help ensure climate change and 

renewables remain high on the political 

agenda in the run up to September's 

general election IoM Friends of the Earth 

has produced a PowerPoint presentation 

about renewable energy options for the 

Island.  The presentation has already won 

the support of Bishop Robert Paterson, who 

featured it in the Diocese February 

newsletter. 

 IOM FoE members are hoping to deliver 

the presentation to a wide range of groups 

over the next few months, so if you think 

you could spare time to help, or would like 

to invite IOM FoE to a group you're 

involved with, please get in touch with Ian 

Costain.   

 The 15:15 target is just a first step 

towards greater energy self-reliance.  It's 

important because by reducing our 

dependency on imported gas and oil we'll 

help protect ourselves from the impacts of 

energy price inflation.  By diversifying our 

energy portfolio we'll be better able to 

protect the fuel poor, the elderly and the 

long term sick who'll suffer most in the face 

of substantial future price rises. 

 Climate change is of course an important 

consideration when making strategic 

decisions about electricity supply, but so is 

peak oil.  While the vast majority of 

electricity generation on the Isle of Man is 

now from natural gas, oil supply has a 

major impact on gas availability and prices.  

As oil supplies reduce, the competition and 

demand for natural gas increases, pushing 

its price inevitably higher. 

 While peak oil may already be here, the 

peak in gas supply might be in or around 

thirty years (though estimates vary 

considerably), which means gas can assist 

the transition to a more sustainable global 

energy model with renewables and low 

carbon technology at its heart.  That said 

we have to get on with it because peak gas 

may come much more quickly as 

populations increase and large under-

developed nations like China and India rush 

to build their economic strength and 

competitiveness.  

 It's also expected that the Copenhagen 

process, which in time will deliver a new 

treaty to replace the Kyoto Treaty, will 

agree to set a global carbon price.  This too 

will have a significant inflationary impact on 

the cost of fossil fuel energy to the Isle of 

Man. 

 While the Isle of Man's impact on climate 

change may be small, the impact of global 

climate change policy and peak oil and gas 

on the Isle of Man will be large. 

 The IoM FoE presentation draws on the 

recent AEA research and aims to show 

which renewable energy options can ensure 

we meet the 15:15 target; and is already 

due to be made to the Liberal Vannin Party.  

The presentation is an opinion-free-zone – 

it's as factual as possible and where there's 

uncertainty they make this clear.  Facts 

have been checked with the DEFA and DoI 

ministers, against the AEA Technology 

report, with renewables developers, and 

with UK statutory bodies and charities such 

as the RSPB. 

 If you have any questions, or would like to 

arrange a date for us to make the 

presentation, please contact Ian Costain.   

 IOM FoE campaign manager for 

renewables, Ian Costain can be reached at 

iancostain@manx.net or on 837 059. 

 More about this - and a whole lot more at: 

www.foe.org.im 
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Recycling increases - in England! 
by Roger Tomlinson ZWM 

Opening Hours: Saturdays 10.00 am - 2.00 pm 

(Although generally open for longer) 

The Green Centre 

Chester Street Centre, Douglas. IM1 2PG 

Tel: 666029 
Email: greencentre@manx.net  

www.zerowastemann.org 

www.meac.iofm.net 

www.foe.org.im 

  Whilst Onchan Commissioners establish a case for abandoning 

kerbside collection the latest figures from DEFRA in England show that 

people there are recycling more than before.  

  For example, Rugby achieved an 18.8% increase and South 

Oxfordshire managed 18.6% more than last year. 

  There appears to be large variations between different 

councils' recycling rates, the average now stands at 39.7%. 

Household batteries 

  However the European Recycling 

Platform (ERP) signals that half the 

population have never recycled a 

household battery. In 2009 only 2% of 

batteries were recycled. 

  Dry cell batteries are the most 
common type of household batteries 
and  used in a wide variety of 
appliances including torches, hearing 
aids, mobile phones and digital 
cameras.  

  They come in two main types and contain 
different metals which can be recovered for 
re-use through the recycling process: 

1) Non-rechargeable - e.g Zinc chloride & Mercuric oxide  

2) Rechargeable – e.g. Nickel cadmium & Lithium ion 
  Here in the Isle of Man there are two ways to recycle your 
dry-cell batteries. 

  At selected Manx Co-op stores – deposit batteries in the 
collection units; and at civic amenity sites. 

  Manx Co-op stores participating in this scheme will include 
Laxey, Peel, Castletown, Onchan, Port Erin, Ramsey & Douglas 
(Duke St. & Prospect Terrace). 

  Around 40% of batteries were sold in the build up to Christmas - 
that's about 10 per person - so now is the prime time to make 
sure you dispose of all used batteries responsibly. 

  Amazing but true. 

 Keen ‘zero wasters’, the Strauss family of 
Longhope Gloucestershire, have managed 
to reduce the amount of waste they throw 
away in a year from one wheelie bin load 
down to a single bag’s worth. 

 The family manage to recycle just about 
everything that is possible to recycle, grow 
their own vegetables, compost the organic 
leftovers and make good use of charity 
shops and Freecycle sites to dispose of 
surplus possessions. 

 The Strausses started their campaign to 
reduce their waste in 2008, having been 
prompted by concerns over marine 
pollution caused by discarded plastic bags 
etc. 

 They began by reducing their use of 
plastic, taking their own containers to the 
shops to buy meat, fruit and vegetables. 
 

UK family produces just one  
bag of  rubbish in a year!  

By Andrew Jessopp ZWM 

Campaigning for the Island’s environment 

The Green Centre  

Yn Laare Ghlass 

 Over the months they learned how they could reduce the 

waste they produced further, and would supply a weekly 

analysis of what they had disposed of in the previous 

week; and published the results online every Wednesday. 

 Clearly this has required a certain amount of discipline, 

determination and commitment; but with out doubt it 

demonstrates it is perfectly possible for ordinary 

householders to reduce their dependence on the normal 

local authority refuse collection service. 

 If a few more households managed to achieve perhaps 

only a third of what the Strausses have accomplished, 

then imagine how many benefits that would accrue to the 

Island. 

For further tips and ideas on how to emulate the Strauss 

family visit www.myzerowaste.com  

One bag of  rubbish - continued 


